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REQUEST FOR ISSUANCE OF RESPONSE TO RULE 312 COMMUNICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

An Amendment under 37 CFR 1.312 was filed on March 9, 2010 in order to correct 
minor typographical errors in the Examiner's Amendment which was included in the Notice of 
Allowability dated December 9, 2009. In this regard, as explained in the remarks section of the 
Amendment filed on March 9, 2010, the Examiner agreed to enter the changes that were being 
made to the claims. 

In response to the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010, the Examiner issued a Notice of 
Allowability dated April 5, 2010, in which it was indicated that the Notice of Allowability is 
responsive to the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010, and that the allowed claims are 1, 2, 7-10, 
12, 13 and 18-27. Applicants note, however, that there was no explicit indication in the Notice 
of Allowability that the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010 was entered. 

In this regard, Applicants note that MPEP 714.16(d) explicitly states that an amendment 
under 37 CFR 1 .3 12 is "promptly considered by the examiner who indicates whether or not its 
entry is recommended by writing "Enter - 312," "Do Not Enter" or "Enter In Part" thereon in red 
ink in the upper left corner", and that for "IFW processing, the examiner should print the first 
page of the amendment and write either "Enter - 3 12" or "Do Not Enter" in the upper left corner, 
and have the page scanned into IFW with the appropriate document code " (emphasis added). In 
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addition, MPEP 714.16(d) also states that "[i]f the amendment is favorably considered, it is 
entered and a Response to Rule 312 Communication (PTO-271) is prepared " (emphasis added). 

Thus, rather than issuing the Notice of Allowability on April 5, 2010, the Examiner 
should have written "Enter - 3 12" on the first page of the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010, 
and had the page scanned into IFW, and should have also issued a Response to Rule 312 
Communication (Form PTO-271) indicating that the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010 has 
been entered. 

In this regard, with respect to the entry of the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010, it is 
noted that Applicants' representative contacted the Examiner by telephone on April 16, 2010 to 
discuss this issue, and the Examiner informed Applicants' representative that the Amendment 
filed on March 9, 2010 has been entered. 

In order to clarify the record, however, Applicants kindly request that the Examiner 
follow the procedures set forth in MPEP 714.1 6(d), as explained above. In particular, Applicants 
kindly request that the Examiner issue a Response to Rule 312 Communication indicating that 
the Amendment filed on March 9, 2010 has been entered, and also have the first page of the 
Amendment scanned into IFW with the phrase "Enter - 312" written thereon. 

If the Examiner has any questions, Applicants kindly request that the Examiner contact 
the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kojiro KAWASAKI et al. 

/Kenneth W. Fields/ 
By 201 0.04.22 1 5:1 7:49 -04'00' 
Kenneth W. Fields 
Registration No. 52,430 
Attorney for Applicants 



KWF/krg 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1503 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
April 22, 2010 
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